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The Main Youth Center hosted sev-
eral holiday events in the fall and win-
ter months of 2008! On Halloween, the 
center offered a frightening haunted 
house from 7:00-9:30 pm. Over 100 
youth were all given goodie bags, 
containing hot dogs, cupcakes, chips, 
juice, Halloween toys and candy cour-
tesy of Indian Child Welfare.  With an 
insane asylum theme, the volunteers 

and staff constructed walls inside the 
Main Youth Center and led the chil-
dren through an incredible scary maze 
of cell rooms, surgery tables, and dun-
geons! A tremendous Thanksgiving 
dinner on November 25 was served 
with the help of Marquette University 
High School Students! On Decem-
ber 11, the Main hosted a Christmas 
party with a “How Grinch Stole Christ-
mas” theme. The entire youth center 
was transformed into Who-ville, with 
staff and volunteers dressing as the 
Grinch and Who-citizens. The children 
enjoyed games, cookie decorating, 
Christmas crafts, and a screening of 
the movie How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas, as well as a creative Who-feast of 
Who-pudding and Who-roast beast!

Party Time at the Main! Guitar Heros!
On October 9, 2008, the Teen Cen-

ter hosted its first Guitar Hero Tour-
nament. With 82 reservation youth 
attending this event, and 22 teens 
participating in the tournament, it 
was a fun event for all! The tourna-
ment was split into two categories: 
easy/medium and hard/expert, with 
11 participants in each category. Af-
ter a long evening of friendly com-
petition, Keenan Sands grabbed the 
top spot for hard/expert, and Dakota 
Ducheneaux won the easy/medium 
category.  All who attended were able 
to enjoy cheeseburgers and chips, as 
well as take part in Teen Center pro-
gramming, which included open gym, 
the internet café, and art activities.

Upcoming Events 
January
- Spring Lacrosse Begins
- Hackey Sack Festival
- Foosball Tourney
- Regalia Making Class Begins
- Spring Drum Practice Begins
- Guitar Hero Tourney
- �Youth Class: Native Cultures Around 

the World

February
- Teen Boys Drum Making Workshop
- Regalia Making Continues
- Drum Practice Continues
- Lacrosse Continues
- 3rd-6th Grade B-Ball Tourney
- St. Mary’s University  Visits
- Main University Begins

March
- Passion For Fashion 2008
- Main University Continues
-Elder Lecture Series Begins
- Guest Artist Series Begins
- College Night Series Begins
- Service Groups from 8 colleges visit

Main University: Class of 2008
On Saturday, December 6, the  

Cheyenne River Youth Project®  cele-
brated its most recent Main University 
class with a special graduation ceremony 
and lunch reception. The fall semester’s 
six-week session started in mid-October 
with 31 participants.

The fall semester’s course offerings 
included Team Building, which incorpo-
rated trust games and learning to work 
together; Denizens of the Deep, focus-
ing on the ocean and ma-
rine life; Welcome to the 
Jungle, all about rainfor-
est flora and fauna; and 
The Ultimate Playlist, a 
course that outlined dif-
ferent musical genres. 
Volunteers living and 
working at CRYP’s The 
Main Youth Center taught 
the courses, and children 
ages 4 to 12 were eligible 
to participate. Students 
had to attend four classes 
to graduate.

Twelve students graduated on De-
cember 6 in front of their parents and 
families. Jarae Widow was named vale-
dictorian for her leadership and atten-
dance, while Emaree Iron Hawk earned 
the salutatorian title for her attendance. 
All graduates received small gifts.

In the years since its inception, Main 
University won a “Champion for Chil-
dren” award from the South Dakota Co-
alition for Children for its creativity and 

diverse course offerings. 
Main University courses 
give Cheyenne River chil-
dren a chance to study 
subjects that may not 
be offered in school. The 
program uses language 
from higher education, 
such as “university,” “cred-
its” and “valedictorian” to 
familiarize students with 
their options in and after 
high school.

Teen Arts Program Update
On Native American Day, October 21, Derek Fiddler, the 

teen arts intern, joined forces with the Main Youth Center 
volunteers to give a presentation on traditional Lakota 
culture to teens and children. The presentation included 
explanations of various ceremonies and an examination of 
drums, hides, drum sticks, pipes, and other items issued in 
traditional ceremonies. The children and teens were able 
to touch some of the items and Fiddler explained the sig-
nificant role of each ceremonial item and its current use. 

	 In the month of November, 13 buffalo skulls were 
donated by CRST Game, Fish and Parks.   Eight teens par-
ticipated in a month long process of boiling the skulls to 
clean them, then painting various designs. Open Art be-
gan in November as well, attracting teens to the art studio 
to draw, sketch, and paint. Teen Boys Drum practice is now 
held every week at the Art Studio. Future plans for the Art 
Studio include a two-day workshop on traditional drum 
making, a regalia making class led by Cheryl Red Bear, a 
guest artist series, and an elder lecture series .

Passion for Fashion 2009!
We’d like to grow and expand our Passion for Fash-

ion program this year to reach every teen girl on Chey-
enne River, but we can’t do this without your help!

Passion for Fashion is one of our longest running 
teen programs that provides local area teens with all 
the prom essentials, while also promoting a healthy 
body image and time for bonding.  You can help by 
sending: 

- �New/Gently Used Prom  
Dresses (sizes 4-26)

- Jewelry and Hair Accessories
- Formal Shoes
- Makeup and Bath sets 
- Gift Cards and Cash Donations

All donations must be in by February 27th!

Teen Wellness Program Update
Wiyaka Chasing Hawk joined the staff as the new well-

ness intern in September of 2008, and has since created a 
thriving wellness program that focuses on physical activ-
ity and group sports.

The program’s first streetball tournament was held 
on Friday, October 24 at the Cokata Wiconi teen gymna-
sium. Streetball is an urban form of basketball played that 
places a higher emphasis on “one on one” match-ups be-
tween the offender and the defender. There was a total of 
six teams and thirty teens that participated.

Recognizing the local area teen’s 
interest in hackey sacks, Chasing 
Hawk decided to host a “Foot Bag” 
competition on November 24. The 
players were allowed three minutes 
to perform their routines and to add 
as many tricks as possible and were 
judged by their presentation and dif-
ficulty. 

Probably the most exciting ad-
vancement in the program is the start 
of a “Little Brother of War”, otherwise know as lacrosse, 
league. Chasing Hawk explains, “Before human beings 

were created there was a struggle for the control of the 
world between teharonwakon (holder of the heavens) 
and sawiskera (mischievous one).They decided to have 
a contest to determine who would become the one to 
control the world. They played “little brother of war” and 
other contests from sunrise to sunset. Eventually, teharon-
wakon won over sawiskera and became the great creator 
who later was responsible for the creation of human be-
ings in the world. After the great creator made the human 
beings, he passed the information about the origins of 
the world and the struggles between him and his brother 

to the haudenosaunee. It is said that 
the brothers still watch the game from 
where they dwell.”

Future plans for the wellness pro-
gram also include: volleyball tourna-
ments, one hour work-out sessions 
with teens in the gymnasium, pin-
ball games, 3rd-6th grade basketball 
tournaments, and participation in the 
Youth Wellness Conference in May 
2009 Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.
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Thanks to the generosity of countless 
individuals, businesses and nonprofit or-
ganizations, the Cheyenne River Youth 
Project® in Eagle Butte, South Dakota, was 
once again able to bring a merry Christmas 
holiday to the children on the Cheyenne 
River reservation. This year’s CRYP Christ-
mas Toy Drive served 226 families and a 
total of 841 children.

“We cannot thank our supporters 
enough for their help in creating another 
wonderful, joyous Christmas for our kids,” 
said Julie Garreau, CRYP’s executive direc-
tor. “It was amazing, as it always is, to see 
their smiling faces as they opened their 
gifts with their families. It’s been especially 
touching to see the generosity of individ-
uals across the economic spectrum, all of 
whom have been affected by the down-
turn in the U.S. economy.”

Particular thanks go out to this year’s 
major donors: the National Indian Gaming 
Association, Running Strong for Ameri-
can Indian Youth, Christian Relief Services 
Charities, Native American Connections-
Marion Clifford, and the St. Louis Branch of 

the CRYP, led by Joyce Smith and friends; 
as well as the many individual donors who 
support the drive.

The annual Christmas Toy Drive is an 
enormous undertaking, and it takes many 
helping hands to sort and wrap hundreds 
of gifts for Cheyenne River’s families in 
time for the Christmas holiday. Fortunate-
ly, CRYP welcomes a group of dedicated 
supporters each year, many of whom have 
incorporated a Cheyenne River Christmas 
into their own annual holiday traditions.

This year, the youth project hosted 30 
community volunteers and six long-term 
volunteers, three of whom were volunteer 
alumni returning especially for Christmas. 
“It felt really good to help the project,” said 
Ree Red Horse of Bridger, South Dakota, a 
first-time community volunteer who came 
to help wrap gifts. “Wrapping all those 
presents gave me an idea of how the Lako-
ta warriors of the past must have felt when 
they went hunting for buffalo to provide 
for their people. I enjoyed the thought of 
the kid’s smiles and happiness on Christ-
mas Day.”

CRYP Toy Drive Reaches Over 800 Children
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Cheyenne River Youth Project
East Lincoln St./ P.O. Box 410

Eagle Butte, SD 57625
Phone: (605) 964-8200

Fax: (605) 964-8201
www.lakotayouth.org

If your name or address is incorrect please 
notify us immediately!

Needs List
- Dish Soap
- Cleaning Products
- Brooms and Dust Mops
- Hand Soap
- Plumbing Snake
- Trash Bags
- School Supplies
- Color Copier
- Office Supplies
- Tools (Of All Kinds)
- �New Computers, Monitors,  

Printers For Our Interns
- �Art Supplies for the Teen Center 

Studio
- Karaoke CDs
- Roll Paper 36’ X 1000’
- Games for a Wii game system
- �Kitchen Supplies (Pots, Pans, 

Utensils, Knives, Coffee Maker, 
- Toaster, Can Openers, etc.)
- Ping Pong Balls and Foosballs
- Extension Ladder
- Hand Cart
- �Lighting System for Teen 

Dances

Your Donation is Tax Deductible 
Please remember that all cash 

donations are 100% tax-deductible. 
Any donation, big or small helps! 

Thank you for your support!

MUHS Students Serve Over Thanksgiving
The last week in November, the Cheyenne River Youth Project once again 

welcomed Marquette University High School to our facilities. Marquette has 
been visiting the project for over 10 years, bringing new groups of high school 
boys. As a service group, they help with big projects, such as building mainte-
nance and garden clean-up for winter, as well as give the children a week full 
of one on one attention.  When first arriving, the boys were surprised to find 
they would be playing in a service group/teen basketball tournament.  With 
12 teams competing, including two Marquette teams, it was an afternoon of 
exciting basketball competition.  Teens and spectators were also able to enjoy 
free hot dogs, courtesy of the project.  On this trip, MUHS was also able to help 
serve Thanksgiving Dinner to both the Main Youth Center and the Cokata Wico-
ni Teen Center.  It was fun-filled week and we are very grateful for Marquette’s 
positive and helpful energy!

New T-Shirts, Hoodies, Sweatshirts, and  
Long-sleeved T-shirts are available.  
Call (605) 964-8200 to order yours today!




